
Dundee: Discover Our Future
The Journey Continues

Diane Milne

Dundee City Council

V&A Museum of Design Dundee 



5ǳƴŘŜŜΩǎ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ

ÅCity is over 800 years old
ÅFamous in the past for jute, jam and journalism
ÅJute industry led to rapid growth in the city
Å!ǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƘŜƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ ƭŀǘŜ мфth century there were 60 mills 

and over 50,000 staff
ÅPopulation grew rapidly, then declined as the jute 

industry did
ÅReinvention in the 1960s with heavy/electrical 

engineering ςTimex, NCR, VeederRoot
ÅCollapse of the manufacturing sector in the UK led to 

further decline and need for reinvention



JuteDundee in the 19th century



Dundee: The City

Å{ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ 4th city

ÅPopulation 147,000

ÅKey sectors ςlife sciences, healthcare, creative 
industries, digital media, computer games

Å£1B waterfront regeneration programme

Å£80M V&A Museum of Design Dundee

ÅUNESCO City of Design



Overview

ÅImportance of Place 

ÅWaterfront Regeneration in Dundee

ÅV&A at Dundee

ÅDevelopment of the Tourism Market



Dundee Partnership Vision

Dundee will:

ÅBe a vibrant and attractive city with an 
excellent quality of life where people chose to 
live, learn, work and visit

ÅHave a strong and sustainable city economy 
that provides jobs for the people of Dundee, 
ǊŜǘŀƛƴ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ 
the city a magnet for new talent



DUNDEE WATERFRONT



ά¢ƻ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳ ǘƘŜ city of Dundee into a world leading waterfront 
destination for visitors and businesses through the enhancement of its 

ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭΣ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŀǎǎŜǘǎΦέ 



5ǳƴŘŜŜΩǎ ²ŀǘŜǊŦǊƻƴǘ

ÅProblems

ïDisconnected waterfront

ïConfusing entry to city

ïNegative city image

ïUnder-utilised area

ïLimited investment   
opportunities

ÅOpportunities

ïReconnect city to waterfront

ï¦ǘƛƭƛǎŜ 5ǳƴŘŜŜΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ŀǎǎŜǘ

ïNext major project to drive 
forward development of the 
city

ïCreate new property 
opportunities

ïV&A at Dundee

ïCreate civic space



5ǳƴŘŜŜΩǎ ²ŀǘŜǊŦǊƻƴǘ wŜƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ

All land in front of the white line has been reclaimed from the sea, the port, the railway 
station, civic space, Dundee airport, SeabraesYards etc. 



Waterfront development is 8km long covering 5 key areas ςfrom left to right - Riverside Nature Park/Airport, SeabraesYard, 
Central Waterfront, City Quay and Dundee Port.



5ǳƴŘŜŜΩǎ ²ŀǘŜǊŦǊƻƴǘ

Key proposals
Å Extension of city centre to the waterfront

Å Creation of a new grid iron street pattern

Å Creation of a pair of east to west tree-lined boulevards

Å Improved provision for walking, cycling, buses

Å Removal of TayBridge road ramps

Å Provision of a variety of sites for mixed use

Å Formation of major new civic space

Å Provision of a new rail station and arrival square

Å Development of V&A Museum of Design Dundee



Dundee, early 1970s



Dundee Central Waterfront Area ςbefore the work starts



5ǳƴŘŜŜΧŀ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ Ŏƛǘȅ ςfollowing demolition and 
realignment of bridge ramps



Dundee Central Waterfront in 2014





New Civic SpaceNew Civic Space ςSlessor Gardens



Civic Blue Space



Dundee City Quay and planned 
Marina



Fox Lake Wake Boarding & WatersportsPark in City Quay ςnow open





Central Waterfront approximately 2015





The 

FIRST 
DESIGN MUSEUM

everto be built in the UK 
outside London



V&A Museum of Design Dundee

ÅAct as a cornerstone of the waterfront 
regeneration

ÅCreate jobs ςdirect, indirect and induced

ÅEnhance city image, raise awareness of Dundee

ÅBoost tourism, enhancing the offer

ÅAttract people to live, work and study in Dundee

ÅLearning & engagement opportunities for all

ÅSupport business growth 













V&A under construction, approximately, late 2015



SCOTTISH DESIGN HERITAGE

CONTEMPORARY DESIGNERS

WORLD CLASS EXHIBITIONS
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SCOTTISH
DESIGN
HERITAGE
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Postcards ςValentines of Dundee ςone of the earliest producers



GLASGOW SCHOOL OF ART DESIGNED BY CHARLES RENNIE MACKINTOSH - SCOTTISH DESIGN HERITAGE


